IBIMA Publishing

Communications of International Proceedings
https://ibimapublishing.com/p-articles/37AGR1/2021/3741021/
Vol. 2021(13), Article ID 3741021

International Food Trade Policies for The Improvement of Socio-Economic
Conditions of Rural Population in Developing Countries:
The Case of African Continental Free Trade Agreement*

Francesco ZECCA

Department of Management, La Sapienza University of Rome, Rome, Italy

Correspondence should be addressed to: Francesco ZECCA; francesco.zecca@uniromal..it
* Presented at the 37th IBIMA International Conference, 30-31 May 2021, Cordoba, Spain

Copyright © 2021. Francesco ZECCA

Abstract

The subject of this paper are International food trade policies in developing countries, with a specific focus on the African
Continent Free Trade Area (AfCFTA). The aim of the paper is evaluating if AfCFTA could be possible solution for
boosting intra-regional trade and improving the agri-food sector. To achieve the aim, the contribution was divided into
two parts. From the study of the sector in the continent, both strengths and challenges emerge, and based on the results’
discussion, conclusive remarks on the AfCFTA realization process and its effects are presented in the final part of the
contribution. Concerning methods to achieve this subject the analysis of the agri-food sector was carried out with the aim
of highlighting the links between the development of agriculture and the development of international trade in agricultural
products. In order to correctly frame the analysis, it was decided to precede it by a review of the literature regarding
selected articles based on keywords as Africa, agriculture, food, trade and policy.

The results of investigation have demonstrated that in the light of the difficulties that the African countries have in the
agri food- sector, and taken into consideration the forecast population growth that will lead to increases in food demand,
the development of trade policies could represent an option also for improving the agri-food sector and reducing the
countries reliance on food imports from outside of the continent.

Keywords: Food, Trade, Agreement, Policy.

Cite this Article as: Francesco ZECCA “International Food Trade Policies for The Improvement of Socio-Economic Conditions of Rural
Population in Developing Countries: The Case of African Continental Free Trade Agreement” Communications of International
Proceedings, Vol. 2021 (13), Article ID 3741021.



